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Welcome! 
We are delighted to summarize in this bulletin our sixth year 
of activity at the Haifa Center for Mediterranean History 
and share more information on the upcoming year. 

This year had a slow start but as the sky opened, the cen-
ter’s activities came back to life. 

You can visit our website to stay updated on future events 
and collaborations! 

If you wish to join our mailing list, please get in touch. You 
can also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and subscribe to our 
YouTube channel. 

For an easy navigation of the document please use Adobe 
bookmarks. 

 

Yours, 

Prof. Gil Gambash and Dr. Zur Shalev, 

The HCMH Directors. 
 

Prof. Gil Gambash 

Dr. Zur Shalev 

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
http://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/
mailto:hcmh@univ.haifa.ac.il
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
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The COVID-19 pandemic has taught us a lot about virtual exchanges. All of our Mediterranean Forum 
lectures were converted to a hybrid format (in-person and online), which, on the bright side, has 
allowed for broader exposure and wider international audiences. Additionally, many lectures were 
recorded and are now available on the HCMH’s YouTube channel.  
 

31st March 2022.  
A hybrid lecture by Prof. Theo Maarten van Lint, University of Oxford, Fel-
low of the Fund for the Advancement of the Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Israeli Academy of Sciences. 
The lecture titled “Christian Apologetics and Muslim-Christian Interaction in 
Eleventh Century Armenia. The Case of Grigor Magistros Pahlawuni and 
Amir Ibrahim” was co-hosted by the Department of General History, Uni-
versity of Haifa. Available on the HCMH’s YouTube channel! 

 
 
26th April 2022. 
An online lecture by Dr. Silvia Gazzoli, IMT School for Advanced Studies, 
Lucca, titled “Facere, Restituere, Ornare: An Analysis of Building Activities 
through Inscriptions”. 
Co-hosted by The Department of Maritime Civilizations, University of Haifa. 
 

 
11th May 2022.  
A hybrid lecture by Prof. Vadim Putzu, Missouri State University, co-hosted 
with the Department of Jewish History, University of Haifa. In his lecture 
titled “סוד יצא  יין   Wine in Safedian Kabbalah”, Prof. Putzu Analyzes :נכנס 
how four kabbalists active in 16th-century Safed—Joseph Karo, Solomon 
Alqabetz, Moses Cordovero and Hayyim Vital—discussed the symbolic and 

practical uses of wine in their works. This sheds light on their respective views on the material world 
and how to conduct oneself in it, their understanding of evil and its origin, and their perception of 
the “other”. Watch on YouTube! 
 
 
 

 

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/03/01/christian-apologetics-and-muslim-christian-interaction-in-eleventh-century-armenia-the-case-of-grigor-magistros-pahlawuni-and-amir-ibrahim/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/03/01/christian-apologetics-and-muslim-christian-interaction-in-eleventh-century-armenia-the-case-of-grigor-magistros-pahlawuni-and-amir-ibrahim/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/03/01/christian-apologetics-and-muslim-christian-interaction-in-eleventh-century-armenia-the-case-of-grigor-magistros-pahlawuni-and-amir-ibrahim/
https://youtu.be/q4p61RVzBXc
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/04/17/facere-restituere-ornare-an-analysis-of-building-activities-through-inscriptions/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/04/17/facere-restituere-ornare-an-analysis-of-building-activities-through-inscriptions/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/03/20/%d7%a0%d7%9b%d7%a0%d7%a1-%d7%99%d7%99%d7%9f-%d7%99%d7%a6%d7%90-%d7%a1%d7%95%d7%93-wine-in-safedian-kabbalah/
https://youtu.be/YeVqTh_o5iU
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18th May 2022. 
A hybrid lecture by Prof. Carolina Lopez-Ruiz, Department of Classics, Ohio 
State University. Fellow of the Fund for the Advancement of Humanities and 
Social Sciences of the Israel Academy of Sciences. 
Prof. Lopez-Ruiz’s Lecture titled “From East to West, and Back Again: 
Towards a Reconstructed Phoenician Identity” was co-hosted by the De-

partment of Maritime Civilizations, University of Haifa. Watch on YouTube! 
 

 
24th May 2022. 
An online book launch, Prof. Elena N. Boeck, Department of History of Art 
and Architecture, DePaul University. “A Singular Mediterranean 
Monument: Justinian’s Bronze Horseman and Its Global Reach” co-hosted 
by the Department of Maritime Civilizations, and the Department of Art 
History, University of Haifa. Responder: Dr. Gil Fishhof, Department of Art 
History, University of Haifa. 

The lecture and response discussed some of the evidence analyzed in Prof. Boeck’s new book which 
explores seminal moments in the biography of the Justinian’s triumphal column, a contested 
medieval monument, between ca. 500 C.E and 1600 C.E. 
 
 

31st May 2022. 
A hybrid lecture by Dr. Amit Gvaryahu, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
titled “Hebrew Words, Roman Law, Egyptian Formulae: A Hebrew Letter on 
Papyrus at Oxford” was co-hosted by the Department of General History 
and the Department of Jewish History, University of Haifa. 
MS Oxford Heb.d.69(P) is a surprisingly well-preserved letter in Hebrew. 
Bought in Cairo at the end of the 19th century, it reveals the everyday 
financial dealings of two Jews in fifth century Egypt. The letter, a demand 

for repayment of a loan with standard Roman interest, is a unique testament 
to ordinary life in late antique Egypt. Available in Hebrew on YouTube. 

 

  

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/05/03/from-east-to-west-and-back-again-towards-a-reconstructed-phoenician-identity/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/05/03/from-east-to-west-and-back-again-towards-a-reconstructed-phoenician-identity/
https://youtu.be/swDgpKlMtMo
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/05/11/a-singular-mediterranean-monument-justinians-bronze-horseman-and-its-global-reach/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/05/11/a-singular-mediterranean-monument-justinians-bronze-horseman-and-its-global-reach/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2017/06/19/dr-gil-fishhof/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/bronze-horseman-of-justinian-in-constantinople/introduction/E34558B3F85507F3F4CB259C93C6391F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3y6JQJUdAM
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3rd November 2021.  
The third meeting of the Intermediate Bronze Age Forum, “Pottery and 
Technology: Pottery Making in the Intermediate Bronze Age“ focused on 
both modern and ancient pottery technology. Co-ogranizer, Dr. Shlomit Be-
char, the HCMH, University of Haifa, reports: On the one hand, we discussed 
ancient pottery making techniques and technology. On the other, we dis-

cussed how modern technology is used to examine and understand ceramic assemblages. Like the 
previous workshops, this was also a successful meeting and we are all looking forward to the next 
meetings 
The meeting was also organized by Dr. Karen Covello-Paran, Israel Antiquities Authority, Dr. Helena 
Roth, Tel Aviv University. 
 
 

21st December 2022. 
A lecture by the author Ala Hlehel on his book “Au revoir Acre” (Am Oved) 
hosted by the joint seminar of the Departments of General History and Eng-
lish  Language & Literature, “Narratives of Travel to the Levant: Gender and 
Genre” and by the HCMH, University of Haifa. 
Organizers: Dr. Zur Shalev and Dr. Zoe Beenstock, University of Haifa. 
Available on YouTube! 
 

 
 

2nd May 2022. 
In May 2022, we celebrated the publication of the new Hebrew translation 
of A Man of Three Worlds: Samuel Pallache, a Moroccan Jew in Catholic and 
Protestant Europe (Magness Press). Written by Prof. Mercedes Garcia-Are-
nal, CSIS-CCSH, Madrid and Prof. Gerard Wiegers, University of Amsterdam, 
it tells the story of the sixteenth-century Moroccan Jewish pirate and spy 
who moved between Spain, Amsterdam, and Morocco. Together with the 

authors, and with Prof. Claude B. Stuczynski, Bar-Ilan University, Dr. Or Has-
son, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Prof. Miriam Eliav-Feldon, Tel Aviv University, Dr. Zur 
Shalev, the HCMH, University of Haifa, and Mr. Shai Zamir, University of Michigan and visiting PhD 
candidate at the HCMH, University of Haifa, we explored questions concerning early modern identity 
and identification and the writing of Jewish history from a Mediterranean perspective. Watch on 
YouTube! 

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/10/20/%d7%a7%d7%a8%d7%9e%d7%99%d7%a7%d7%94-%d7%95%d7%98%d7%9b%d7%a0%d7%95%d7%9c%d7%95%d7%92%d7%99%d7%94-%d7%a7%d7%93%d7%a8%d7%95%d7%aa-%d7%91%d7%aa%d7%a7%d7%95%d7%a4%d7%aa-%d7%94%d7%91%d7%a8%d7%95%d7%a0/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/10/20/%d7%a7%d7%a8%d7%9e%d7%99%d7%a7%d7%94-%d7%95%d7%98%d7%9b%d7%a0%d7%95%d7%9c%d7%95%d7%92%d7%99%d7%94-%d7%a7%d7%93%d7%a8%d7%95%d7%aa-%d7%91%d7%aa%d7%a7%d7%95%d7%a4%d7%aa-%d7%94%d7%91%d7%a8%d7%95%d7%a0/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/06/24/dr-shlomit-bechar-2019-2021/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/06/24/dr-shlomit-bechar-2019-2021/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/11/29/%d7%94%d7%a1%d7%95%d7%a4%d7%a8-%d7%a2%d7%9c%d7%90-%d7%97%d7%9c%d7%99%d7%97%d7%9c-%d7%a2%d7%9c-%d7%a1%d7%a4%d7%a8%d7%95-%d7%9c%d7%94%d7%aa%d7%a8%d7%90%d7%95%d7%aa-%d7%a2%d7%9b%d7%95/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://youtu.be/pc0A3Ne-i14
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/04/18/a-hybrid-event-in-celebration-of-the-hebrew-translation-for-the-book-samuel-pallache-merchant-pirate-and-diplomat-between-marrakesh-and-amsterdam/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/04/18/a-hybrid-event-in-celebration-of-the-hebrew-translation-for-the-book-samuel-pallache-merchant-pirate-and-diplomat-between-marrakesh-and-amsterdam/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/11/03/mr-shai-zamir-2021-2022-visiting/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://youtu.be/YhByTprYZ18
https://youtu.be/YhByTprYZ18
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28-30th June 2022. 
The HCMH was proud to host the first Mediterranean Seminar Workshop 
held outside North America. The two-day conference on the subject of “Pu-
rity, Pollution, Purification and Defilement in the Premodern Mediterra-
nean”, featured a packed schedule of lectures, workshop papers and 

roundtable discussions, with innovative formats to maximize fruitful discussion. Keynote lectures 
were given by Prof. Eve Krakowski, Princeton University on “Jewish corpse impurity and the “work of 
the dead” in medieval Egypt” and Prof. Holger Zellentin, Tübingen University, on “Ritual Purity and 
Satanic Defilement: Basic Notions from the Bible to the Qur’an”. 

The papers spoke to a wide variety of periods, from antiquity to the early modern period, and to 
many areas and issues regarding purity, as well as to a wide variety of disciplines – archaeology, art 
history, social history, and philology.   

The conference was organized by Dr. Moshe Blidstein, the HCMH, University of Haifa, Dr. Naama 
Cohen-Hanegbi, the Morris E. Curiel Institute for European Studies, Tel Aviv University, in partnership 
with Prof. Brian Catlos, University of Colorado, and Prof. Sharon Kinoshita, University of California, 
Santa Cruz, both of the Mediterranean Seminar. 

The conference was capped by a tour of archeological and religious sites in Lod and Ramle, conducted 
by Dr. Moshe Yagur. 

 
 
20-21st July 2022. 
The goal of the two-day online conference on the subject of “Illuminating 
Mediterranean Antiquity through Comparative History: Theorizing ‘Soft’ Ap-
proaches” was a constructive dialogue between historians of the ancient 
Mediterranean, delving into the theoretical limits of ‘soft’ comparative ap-
proaches (i.e. the use of later/alternative periods to ask new questions of 

ancient evidence). The conference was a great success, as speakers from across Europe, North Amer-
ica, and Australasia (and attendees from almost every continent) explored the limits and very defini-
tions of comparative history through case studies from across ancient Mediterranean history. The 
organizers are confident that a compelling and cohesive edited volume will now emerge from this 
exciting meeting of minds. 

The conference was organized by Dr. Dylan James, the HCMH post-doc fellow, University of Haifa, 
and Dr. Stephen Harrison, Swansea University. 

 

 

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
http://www.mediterraneanseminar.org/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/05/26/purity-pollution-purification-and-defilement-in-the-premodern-mediterranean-joint-hcmh-and-mediterranean-seminar-workshop/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/05/26/purity-pollution-purification-and-defilement-in-the-premodern-mediterranean-joint-hcmh-and-mediterranean-seminar-workshop/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/05/26/purity-pollution-purification-and-defilement-in-the-premodern-mediterranean-joint-hcmh-and-mediterranean-seminar-workshop/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2016/12/18/dr-moshe-blidstein/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/07/10/illuminating-mediterranean-antiquity-through-comparative-history-theori-s-ing-soft-approaches/?csrt=11543874612960940230
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/07/10/illuminating-mediterranean-antiquity-through-comparative-history-theori-s-ing-soft-approaches/?csrt=11543874612960940230
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/07/10/illuminating-mediterranean-antiquity-through-comparative-history-theori-s-ing-soft-approaches/?csrt=11543874612960940230
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/06/27/dr-dylan-james-2021-2023/?csrt=14895868164476031020
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5 September 2022 
The School of History and the HCMH, University of Haifa, will be hosting 
Prof. Guy Geltner, Monash University. His talk is entitled “Eat, Pray, Dig: 
Miners' Health in the Mediterranean and Europe, 1200-1550”.  
Since their proliferation in the later twelfth century, miners encountered 
many hazards both below and above the ground. This talk examines the 
cluster of dangers that extraction involved, and the suite of preventative 
programs devised to address them. It also seeks to assess the latter’s limi-
tations and impact, as they emerge from (bio)archaeological data. Tracing 
the preventative practices of these mostly rural communities sheds much 
new light on preindustrial healthscaping in Europe and its relations with the 
era’s prevalent medical paradigm of Galenism. Furthermore, it tests new 
methodologies to recover and analyze miners’ sub/terranean spaces, in-
cluding their unique materiality and mobility regimes. 

 
 
 

8 September 2022 
An international workshop co-organized by People in Motion (PIMo) and 
the HCMH entitled: “Travelling matters: rereading, reshaping, reusing ob-
jects across the Mediterranean”. In the last two decades, objects have be-
come increasingly relevant to historical studies as the primary focus of re-
search discussing cross-cultural relations. Objects are produced, used, mod-
ified, preserved, and destroyed according to historically specific political 
and cultural settings, thus providing researchers with information and in-
sights about their original background. The workshop “Travelling matters: 
rereading, reshaping, reusing objects across the Mediterranean” intends to 
tackle objects as sources and subjects of the history of cross-cultural en-
counters in innovative ways focusing on the “second-handedness” of dis-

placed objects across the Mediterranean with a broad chronology, extending from antiquity to the 
present-day intersecting different time frames. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/07/13/6795/?csrt=1977069066338655826
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/07/13/6795/?csrt=1977069066338655826
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/06/30/travelling-matters-rereading-reshaping-reusing-objects-across-the-mediterranean/?csrt=1977069066338655826
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/06/30/travelling-matters-rereading-reshaping-reusing-objects-across-the-mediterranean/?csrt=1977069066338655826


 

 

HCMH 2021-22 Newsletter 

 

HCMH 
NEWSLETTER

 2021-22 
 Events 2021-22 - Postdoc Fellows and PhD Candidates Lectures 

 
 

30th November 2021.  
Dr. Paolo Cimadomo, post-doctoral fellow, gave a hybrid lecture titled "Be-
tween the desert and the sown: Relationships between (Semi-)Nomads and 
Sedentary People in the Roman and Late Roman Near East" as part of the 
Maritime Civilizations Departmental Seminar, School of Archaeology and 
Maritime Cultures, University of Haifa.  

Analyzing the archaeological, epigraphic, climatic, and geographical aspects of the  area between 
Southern Syria and Northern Jordan during the Roman and Late Roman period, the principal goal was 
to find proofs of the relationships between (semi-)nomads and sedentary peoples and to analyze 
their nature. Were they conflictual or peaceful? Through the analysis of the palaeoenvironmental 
context, of the human impact on the area, and of Roman and Byzantine policies, Dr. Cimadomo tried 
to provide an answer. 
 
 
 

21st December 2021.  
Dr. Beatrice Pestarino. "'Wonderful Things', First Encounters of Cypriots 
with Egyptian Monuments". Dr. Pestarino, the HCMH Post-doctoral fellow, 
gave an online lecture, in the Maritime Civilizations Departmental Seminar, 
School of Archaeology and Maritime Cultures, University of Haifa. 

The paper focused on Cypriot graffiti in Egypt, from Abydos, Karnak and Gizeh, written in different 
languages – Cypriot-syllabic and alphabetic Greek, Eteocypriot and Phoenician – on Egyptian monu-
ments such as the Temple of Seti I, Akhoris’ chapel and Cheops’ pyramid. Watch on YouTube! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/07/21/dr-paolo-cimadomo/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/11/23/between-the-desert-and-the-sown-relationships-between-semi-nomads-and-sedentary-people-in-the-roman-and-late-roman-near-east/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/11/23/between-the-desert-and-the-sown-relationships-between-semi-nomads-and-sedentary-people-in-the-roman-and-late-roman-near-east/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/11/23/between-the-desert-and-the-sown-relationships-between-semi-nomads-and-sedentary-people-in-the-roman-and-late-roman-near-east/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/07/05/dr-beatrice-pestarino-2022-2024/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/11/28/wonderful-things-first-encounters-of-cypriots-with-egyptian-monuments/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/11/28/wonderful-things-first-encounters-of-cypriots-with-egyptian-monuments/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://youtu.be/h-MR6ONKgI0
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24th February 2022. 
Dr. Dylan James, our post-doctoral fellow, presented his paper in a hybrid 
lecture titled "Indigenous Guides and Comparative History: Reflections on 
Alexander and Columbus" as part of the General History departmental 
seminar. 
This talk considered the universal question of how conquerors and coloniz-
ers first engage with their new surroundings. How much do they listen to 
local people? How much do they ignore? James looked at the two expedi-
tions through the lens of indigenous guides, a relatively neglected topic in 
ancient Greek history. He also explored whether and how modern historical 

settings — like Columbus’ voyages — can shed new light on ancient evidence. 
Also available on YouTube! 
 
 

 
15th March 2022.  
Dr. Chris Prejean, Fulbright post-doctoral fellow, gave an online lecture ti-
tled "Islamic Law and the Interpretive Non-Muslim", as part of the Middle 
Eastern and Islamic Studies Departmental Seminar. 
This presentation, based on Dr. PreJean’s dissertation thesis, helped us un-
derstand how the ḥadīth teacher Ibn Ḥanbal (d. 255 / 855 C.E.) sought to 
resolve difficult legal problems that arose from Muslim and non-Muslim co-
existence. 
Watch on YouTube! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/06/27/dr-dylan-james-2021-2023/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/02/13/indigenous-guides-and-comparative-history-reflections-on-alexander-and-columbus/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/02/13/indigenous-guides-and-comparative-history-reflections-on-alexander-and-columbus/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://youtu.be/qjfNBgkBgYU
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/06/27/dr-chris-prejean-2021-2022/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/01/09/islamic-law-and-the-interpretive-non-muslim/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://youtu.be/8UldzawWHLM
https://youtu.be/8UldzawWHLM
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5th April 2022.  
Ms. Nomi Schneck, Princeton University and the HCMH visiting PhD candi-
date, gave a hybrid lecture titled "Between Sepphoris and Alexandria: Map-
ping Presence on the Late Antique Mosaic Floor", as part of the Art History 
Departmental Seminar. 
Why is Alexandria mapped onto a floor in Late Antique Sepphoris? This talk 

explored the function of geographic place in Late Antique floor mosaics through a case study of the 
Sepphoris Nile Festival mosaic. 
 
 

 
12th April 2022.  
A hybrid lecture titled "'Whatever God Provides': Shapes of Risk and Sacred 
Materiality in Medieval Mediterranean Trade, ca. 1100-1400", by Dr. Sarina 
Kuersteiner, the HCMH post-doctoral fellow, as part of a joint seminar of 
the Department of General History and the Medieval-Renaissance Studies 
Association. 
In this talk, Dr. Kuersteiner examined traders’ religious practices to help ex-
plain differences and similarities in their conceptions of risk. Risk involves 
assumptions about divine providence – explicitly stated in contractual for-
mulas – and how to access it in this world. Hence, looking at how people 
connected risk to the sacred can reveal different shapes of risk. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/11/02/ms-nomi-schnek-2021-visiting/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/04/03/between-sepphoris-and-alexandria-mapping-presence-on-the-late-antique-mosaic-floor/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/04/03/between-sepphoris-and-alexandria-mapping-presence-on-the-late-antique-mosaic-floor/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/04/05/whatever-god-provides-conceptions-of-risk-and-sacred-materiality-in-medieval-mediterranean-trade-ca-1100-1400/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/04/05/whatever-god-provides-conceptions-of-risk-and-sacred-materiality-in-medieval-mediterranean-trade-ca-1100-1400/?csrt=2731639258583174872
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/06/27/dr-sarina-kursteiner-2021-2023/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/06/27/dr-sarina-kursteiner-2021-2023/?csrt=14895868164476031020


 

 

HCMH 2021-22 Newsletter 

 

HCMH 
NEWSLETTER

 2021-22 
 

 

Events 2021-22 - Postdoc Fellows and PhD Candidates Lectures 

 
2nd June 2022.  
A hybrid lecture titled "Dragons of Summer and Winter: Lay Traditions of 
Jews and Christians between South and North in Medieval Europe", by Dr. 
Tzafrir Barzilay, the HCMH post-doctoral fellow, as part of the Medieval-
Renaissance Studies Association Seminar. 
This talk examined the idea that water sources were under a threat during 

liminal times, predominantly discussing the connections between the Jewish tekufah, when Jews 
feared the poisoning of their drinking water, and the Christian rituals around the eve of St. John the 
Baptist, when Christians acted to protect their water sources from dragons or demonic forces. We 
see that such lay traditions took on a different form in southern and northern Europe and have trans-
formed over time. 
 

Events 2021-22 - Special lecture series: Medieval Mediterranean 

 
 

31st October 2021.  
"A Geniza Street View: Domestic Inter-religious Encounters in the Medieval 
Islamic Mediterranean", a lecture by Dr. Moshe Yagur at the University of 
Haifa.  
In this talk, Dr. Yagur presented his research on daily inter-religious 
interactions through a systematic study of the houses, alleys and 
neighborhoods of several cities in the Islamic Mediterranean, between the 
tenth and the thirteenth centuries. 

 
31st October 2021.  
"Venetian Shipping from the Days of Glory to Decline, 1453–1571", a lecture 
by Dr. Renard Gluzman at the University of Haifa.  
Drawing from a broad range of hitherto unpublished archival material and 
the reconstructed biographies of hundreds of San Marco ships, Dr. Gluz-
man’s talk, based on his recent book, provided a critical overview of the Re-
public’s shipping activities contemporary with the major geographical dis-

coveries of the period, the ascendency of the Ottoman Empire in the Medi-
terranean, and the on-going struggle among the major European powers for political and economic 
hegemony. Within this complex framework, the agency of environmental factors receives equal im-
portance beside geopolitics and economic interests, challenging the accepted hierarchy of the factors 
impacting the maritime history of Venice. 
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 Events 2021-22 - Special lecture series: Medieval Mediterranean 

 
4th November 2021.  
"Urban Panegyric and the Rise of the “Mediterranean City” in the Twelfth 
Century", a lecture by Dr. Anna Gutgarts at the University of Haifa.  
The talk argued that contemporary adaptations of urban panegyric played 
a significant role in the formulation of a new comprehensive program for 
the physical, social and religious transformation of the Mediterranean in the 
twelfth century, shaping both local and cross-Mediterranean identities. 

 
 

 
8th November 2021.  
"Protecting Public Health: Political Independence and Well-Poisoning Alle-
gations in Medieval Mediterranean France", a lecture by Dr. Tzafrir Barzilay 
at the University of Haifa.  
This lecture shed light on the efforts of medieval administrators to deal with 

one minority that stood at the heart of social anxiety, the lepers. Municipal officials in medieval 
southern France tried to segregate lepers and manage their property, while pushing aside competing 
claims by other institutions and the Crown. Well-poisoning accusations developed as a weapon in 
this struggle, and were designed to bolster the authority of urban councils over the lepers, and give 
officials additional administrative forces. We see that while this political maneuver was successful, 
the idea of well poisoning took on a life of its own. 
 
 

10th November 2021.  
"A Sea of Tongues: Language and Cultural Change in the Medieval and Early 
Modern Sephardic Mediterranean", a lecture by Dr. Ilil Baum at the Univer-
sity of Haifa. 
In this talk, Dr. Baum explored how language and script served as boundary 
markers for defining and determining group membership beyond strictly re-

ligious definitions. Examining manuscript sources, early prints and archival documents in Hebrew, 
Arabic, Latin, Castilian, Catalan, Judeo-Spanish and Portuguese between the thirteenth and the sev-
enteenth centuries, Baum delineated longue durée changes in practices related with Jewish reading, 
learning, translation and other scribal practices. 
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 Events 2021-22 - Sponsored conference 

 
 

25th April 2022. 
An event in honor of the book authored by Dr. Tzafrir Barzilay, entitled “Poi-
soned Wells: Accusations, Persecution, and Minorities in Medieval Europe, 
1321-1422” (University of Pennsylvania Press). 
The event was co-hosted by the research group Beyond the Elite: Jewish 
Daily Life in Medieval Europe, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and the 
HCMH, the University of Haifa. 
Speakers: Prof. Elisheva Baumgarten, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
Dr. Moshe Blidstein, the University of Haifa, Prof. Rowan Dorin, Stanford 
University, Dr. Naama Cohen-Hanegbi, Tel-Aviv University, Dr. Lee Mor-
dechai, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and Dr. Tzafrir Barzilay, the 
University of Haifa. 

 
 
 

5-7 September 2022. 
An international research workshop of the Israel Science Foundation (ISF) 
entitled “Food, Kitchens and Cooking in the Crusader Period: Between East 
and West”. Organized by Dr. Judith Bronstein, the Department of Israel 
Studies, University of Haifa. Co-sponsored by the Israel antiquities author-
ity, Old Akko & Nazareth Development Company LTD, and the HCMH. 
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 The HCMH’s Evaluation Committee 

 
 
30-31 May 2022.  
Nearing the HCMH’s final year, and with the hope of carrying on the Center’s activities into the years 
ahead, we called on Prof. Elisheva Baumgarten, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Prof. Annalisa 
Marzano, Universities of Reading and Bologna, and Prof. Tamar Hodos, University of Bristol, to take 
part in the HCMH’s Evaluation Committee. 
During the two-day meeting, the committee members met with the directors of the HCMH, Prof. Gil 
Gambash, and Dr. Zur Shalev, with the head of the Center’s executive board, Prof. Adi Erlich, Re-
search faculty members, Dr. Moshe Blidsten and Dr. David Friesem, the Center’s former and current 
post-doc and research fellows, PhD candidates, affiliated researchers, the Vice President and Dean 
of Research, Prof. Ido Itzhaki, the Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, Prof. Efraim Lev, and finally 
they met online with the HCMH’s Academic Committee - Prof. Achim Lichtenberger, University of 
Münster, Prof. Arietta Papaconstantinou, University of Reading, Prof. Sabine Schmidtke, Institute 
for Advanced Study (IAS), Prof. John Watkins, University of Minnesota, Prof. Greg Woolf, UCLA.  
 
To conclude the Committee’s evaluation process, the members met the University of Haifa’s Rector, 
Prof. Gur Alroey. The report of the committee has been submitted to Yad Hanadiv and the University 
of Haifa’s president and rector on 12 August 2022. 
We wholeheartedly thank all who have participated in this endeavor and appreciate your constant 
support! 
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 The HCMH’s Research Groups 

 
 

The group "Kinship and Community in the Early and Medieval Islamic Med-
iterranean", led by Dr. Uriel Simonsohn, University of Haifa, and Dr. Oded 
Zinger, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, brings together scholars from the 
UK, Spain, France, and Belgium. The group aims to explore the overlapping 
and competing loyalties between kinship and confessional commitments in 
early and medieval Islamic dominated lands, with a particular focus on the 
Mediterranean Basin. For full details, visit the group's page on our website. 
The group will have its final meeting on October 25-26, 2022. 
“Kinship Encounters in the Early and Medieval Islamic World” is an interna-
tional conference that will mark the culmination of the work of the group . 

The conference will bring together specialists from a variety of disciplines (e.g. literary, historical, 
archeological, legal, religious, as well as anthropological) to think comparatively about practices and 
conceptions of kinship relations and how they changed and interacted in the Early and Medieval Is-
lamic world. 
 

 
The group "From Canaanites to ‘Phoenicians’ and ‘Philistines’: Maritime 
Connectivity and Use of Coastal Resources as an Adaptation to Changing 
Political and Environmental Conditions CA. 2000–500 BCE" was formed by 
Prof. Assaf Yasur-Landau, Department of Maritime Civilizations and Prof. 
Ayelet Gilboa, Department of Archaeology, University of Haifa. It enjoys the 
active support and collaboration of Prof. Tom Levy from the Department of 

Anthropology at the University of California in San Diego. The aim of the group is to look at the longue 
durée of changes in maritime activities and other forms of adaptation to living by the sea during the 
period spanning the Middle Bronze Age to the end of the Iron Age (ca. 2000–500 BCE). Since its first 
meeting in San Diego in November 2019 the group has been busy producing a volume dedicated to 
Mediterranean resilience, collapse and adaptation, which currently goes into production (see the 
book’s web-page here). 
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The group, “Wine Production and Climate Change in Arid Environments 
around the Roman Mediterranean” led by Prof. Gil Gambash, Department 
of Maritime Civilizations, and Prof. Guy Bar-Oz, Department of Archaeol-
ogy, University of Haifa, hosted its introductory lectures in a seminar hosted 
by the Institute of Classical Studies in London (ICS), coordinated by former 
ICS director, Prof. Greg Woolf, and Prof. Gil Gambash. In the passing year, 
the group has been working with the Israel Museum on producing a cata-

logue for an exhibition dedicated to the wine of ancient Palestine. Next year 
members of the group will meet at Mount Athos on November 7th-11th 2022, to study the origins of 
monastic wine. Another meeting is set to take place in the Negev, assembling all the winemakers of 
the Negev region for a workshop on the Negev terroir (then and now). Finally, a graduate seminar 
dedicated to the history of wine in the Southern Levant will be given by the group leaders in the 
spring of 2023. 
 
 
 

The group, “Levant Antiquarianism in European History and Literature (1500-
1850)”, led by Dr. Zoe Beenstock, Dept. of English Language and Literature, 
and Dr. Zur Shalev, Dept. of General History, University of Haifa, examines the 
intersection between literary and historical representation in early modern 
and modern antiquarian accounts of the Levant, which provided Europeans 
with what they considered to be evidence of their own pasts. Levant antiquar-
ianism formed a distinct set of interests in empirical rather than spiritual 
knowledge communicated by artifacts, languages, and customs mediating Eu-

ropean cultures and geographies to the Eastern Mediterranean. The group had its first online meet-
ing on January 12th, 2022 and its first in-person meeting at the University of Haifa on May 22-23rd, 
2022 along with a tour of Akko on May 21st. The next meetings are planned for October/November 
2022 (online) and January/February 2023 (two or three day meeting possibly in Florence, Italy). 
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 Social Meetings and More 

 
 

6 December 2021.  
The HCMH had a blast starting the academic year of 
2021-22 in the art gallery at the wonderful Hecht 
Museum, University of Haifa. 
All the HCMH members and researchers were in-
vited to a reception, where everyone got a chance 
to meet our newcomers and also get reacquainted 
with  each other after a long period of social distanc-

ing. 
 
 

 
3 April 2022.  
With great excitement, the HCMH had opened its 
new Researchers Room in the Library of the Univer-
sity of Haifa. 
The Vice President and Dean of Research, Prof. Ido 
Itzhaki has honored us with his presence along with 
Ms. Tehila Friedman, research authority, Ms. Naomi 
Greidinger, Library Director, and Ms. Michal 
Gershtein, Head of Administration in the library. 
The HCMH reps were Prof. Gil Gambash, co-director 

of the HCMH, post-doc fellows and PhD candidates.  
 
 

8 June 2022. 
To celebrate this year which signifies relief and joy 
of meeting people face to face once more, Dr. Zur 
Shalev, the HCMH co-director kindly welcomed the 
Center’s researchers and members into his home 
where everyone enjoyed delicious food, wine and of 
course – great company. 
May we have many more joyous encounters such as 
this! 
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 Forthcoming in 2022-23 

 
14-17 November 2022 
“The Mediterranean, a View from the East”. An international conference 
co-organized and co-sponsored by Bar-Ilan University, the Israel Science 
Foundation, Universidad de Sevilla, Junta de Andalucía, the European Un-
ion, GAHIA, The Lechter Institute for Literary Research, The Lewis Family 
Foundation for International Conferences in the Humanities and the 
HCMH, University of Haifa. The conference will take place in Jerusalem 
Gardens Hotel in November 2022. 
 
 

 
 

5 December 2022. 
A lecture by Prof. Tamar Hodos, University of Bristol, entitled: “Eggstraor-
dinary Objects: Ostrich Eggs as Luxury Items in the Ancient Mediterra-
nean”.  
 

 
 
6 December 2022. 
A lecture and workshop by Prof. Paul Heck, Georgetown University. 
Lecture title: “The Ethics of Weeping: The Case of Islam” 
 
 

 
 
 

 
January 2023 
Workshop and lecture by Prof. Richard Talbert, UNC, College of Arts and 
Sciences. 
Young Researchers Workshop, 10:00-14:00 - Mini-presentations followed 
by Prof. Talbert’s comments and general discussion. 
Lecture: Senate Hall, 16:00-18:00.  

Planned in collaboration with Prof. Daniella Dueck, Bar-Ilan University. 
 

MORE EVENTS WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN DUE COURSE 
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https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/08/28/eggstraordinary-objects-ostrich-eggs-as-luxury-items-in-the-ancient-mediterranean/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/08/28/eggstraordinary-objects-ostrich-eggs-as-luxury-items-in-the-ancient-mediterranean/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/06/01/guest-lecture-and-workshop-by-richard-talbert/
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Dr. Moshe Blidstein reports: 
During the past year I have organized an international conference, in 
collaboration with TAU and the Mediterranean Seminar, on purity and 
defilement in the pre-modern Mediterranean, gave papers at the Institute 
of Advanced Study in Jerusalem, the International Medieval Congress in 
Leeds and the World Jewish Studies Congress in Jerusalem, and presented 
a poster at an event of the Haifa Data Science Research Center. I 
published two papers, one on perjury and honor with Mediterranean 
Historical Review, and the other on citation network analysis in the 
Humanities, based on the data from the Tiresias digital humanities 

project, with Scientometrics. Several other articles on oaths, purity and the Tiresias project have 
been accepted or are in the works. 
 
 

Dr. David Friesem reports:  
During the past year my main research focused on the study of submerged 
Neolithic settlements off the Carmel coast. My project - BEFOREtheFLOOD 
- aims to understand the role of the earliest settled coastal societies in the 
emergence of Mediterranean complex societies in light of environmental 
change and cultural processes taking place on the Eastern Mediterranean 
littoral. In addition, following my work on my course on Mediterranean 
Environmental History and inspired by my ongoing discussions with 
members of the Haifa Center for Mediterranean History (HCMH), I started 
to engage with theoretical aspects of environmental history of the 

Mediterranean focusing mainly on cross-cultural encounters and environmental adaptation and 
modification. I am also involved in a new project re-examining the murex purple industry in the 
Eastern Mediterranean region during Antiquity together with Prof. Gil Gambash and Dr. Beatrice 
Pestarino. 
Personal website.  

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/05/26/purity-pollution-purification-and-defilement-in-the-premodern-mediterranean-joint-hcmh-and-mediterranean-seminar-workshop/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09518967.2022.2052787?journalCode=fmhr20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09518967.2022.2052787?journalCode=fmhr20
http://tiresias.haifa.ac.il/
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2016/12/18/dr-gil-gambash/?csrt=15111704807615771272
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/07/05/dr-beatrice-pestarino-2022-2024/?csrt=15111704807615771272
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/07/05/dr-beatrice-pestarino-2022-2024/?csrt=15111704807615771272
https://sites.google.com/view/friesem-archaeology/home
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Dr. Sarina Kuersteiner is starting a tenure-track appointment as Assistant 
Professor of History at Union College (Schenectady, NY) on September 1, 
2022. She has published an article, “Ad instar quatuor elementorum: Medi-
cal and Literary Knowledge in Salatiele’s Ars notarie (1242 CE – 1243 
CE),” in RIME (Rivista dell’Istituto di Storia dell’Europa Mediterranea) 9 
(2021). A book chapter,  “Almost Sacred? How Bolognese Notaries Shaped 
the Meaning of Archives, 1289 CE – 1294 CE," is forthcoming with 
Routledge. Sarina has reviewed a book on late medieval notarial records 
from German and Austrian archives for Sehepunkte. Her main focus as post-

doctoral fellow at the HCMH lay on developing her research project, "Shapes 
of Risk: Commercial Culture in the Medieval Mediterranean, c. 1000 CE – c. 1400 CE," examining dif-
ferences and similarities in conceptions of risk among Jewish, Christian, and Muslim traders active in 
the Mediterranean, Red Sea, and Indian Ocean. Sarina started working with the Geniza letters and 
documents. To this end, she devoted much time to learning Arabic at the University of Haifa. Sarina 
presented her work on risk at the IHS London, at the MSA conference in Lisbon, and at the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem. For her public history project, The Medievalist Toolkit, she co-organized a 
workshop bringing together public-facing experts and academics discussing problems and solutions 
in addressing the uses of history by extremists. 

 
Dr. Dylan James reports: 
It’s been a productive first year at the HCMH! I co-hosted online (with a col-
league in the UK) a long-planned international conference on comparative 
history, a key methodology of my postdoctoral project at Haifa. Entitled Il-
luminating Mediterranean Antiquity through Comparative History: Theoris-
ing ‘Soft’ Approaches, the conference aims to examine the theoretical limits 
of this historical methodology via twelve papers by participants from across 
Europe, North America, and Australasia. In February, I had an article ac-

cepted by the US journal Classical Philology. Entitled “Translatio Fortunae: 
Curtius Rufus’ Alexander, Livy’s Hannibal, and Intertextuality”, the piece aims to kick-start renewed 
interest in the intertextual relationship between these two important Roman historians. I presented 
papers at the General History seminar at Haifa in February (comparing local guides on the expeditions 
of Alexander and Columbus) and at the UK Classical Association conference at Swansea in April (on 
bilingualism in the fifth century BCE). I have also advanced my research on local guides in Classical 
Greek historiography, and my monograph on bilingual individuals in Greco-Roman historiography has 
been provisionally accepted for publication by Cambridge University Press. 

 

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://rime.cnr.it/index.php/rime/article/view/517
https://rime.cnr.it/index.php/rime/article/view/517
https://rime.cnr.it/index.php/rime/article/view/517
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/12/09/post-doc-fellow-dr-sarina-kuersteiner-co-organizing-public-history-workshop/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/07/10/illuminating-mediterranean-antiquity-through-comparative-history-theori-s-ing-soft-approaches/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/07/10/illuminating-mediterranean-antiquity-through-comparative-history-theori-s-ing-soft-approaches/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/07/10/illuminating-mediterranean-antiquity-through-comparative-history-theori-s-ing-soft-approaches/?csrt=14895868164476031020
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Dr. Vicky Hioureas (Fulbright scholar) joined us in May. She is currently 
working on revising her dissertation about violence in Byzantium for publi-
cation as a book manuscript. She is looking to expand her research with an-
thropological and sociological work on violence in modern contexts and is 
eager to collaborate with scholars across departments with similar inter-
ests. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dr. Chris Prejean (Fulbright scholar) reports: 
What a fruitful 2021-22 academic year at the HCMH! As a result of my work 

with Dr. Uriel Simonsohn, I broadened the focus of my current book project 

on Muslim self-conceptions in the early modern period. I also spent part of 

the year narrowing my book's theoretical lens. I published an open-access 

article on the Hanbali school of Islamic law in the Database of Religious His-

tory, with two other publications under development. One is on the inter-

pretation of Muslim self-conceptions based on legal discussions of divorce 

during the ninth century in Iraq. The other is an Arabic-English essay on the 

evangelical interpretation of Scripture, which I presented at a multi-faith in-

ternational conference in Morocco, with the Georgetown-sponsored initiative The Study of Religions 

Across Civilizations (SORAC). I have been fortunate to be a research associate working to help build 

out the data portal and metadata for the Arabic manuscripts of the digital humanities project, The 

Sinai Manuscripts Data Portal. This project will make the manuscripts more accessible to scholars 

working on early Christian and Byzantine history. Finally, I have been fulfilling my duty as a Fulbright 

Scholar by connecting faculty of the University of Haifa with the faculty of American universities, in 

what I hope will result in stronger ties between the academic institutions and their respective schol-

arly initiatives and programs. 

 
 
  

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2017/06/19/dr-ido-shahar-2/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://religiondatabase.org/browse/1250/#/
https://religiondatabase.org/browse/1250/#/
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Dr. Tzafrir Barzilay reports: 
This year has brought about the culmination of several major projects. 
Most importantly, my book, Poisoned Wells: Accusation, Persecution and 
Minorities in Medieval Europe, 1321-1422, was published as part of The 
Middle Ages Series at University of Pennsylvania Press. I have presented 
my work in several international forums, in Israel, Germany and the US. In 
addition, I began working on a new project, focusing on the social im-
portance of river travel in High and late medieval western Europe, and 
drafted a first article on the subject. I have also completed another article 
analyzing patterns of Jewish martyrdom in the same period. 

 
 
 

Dr. Paolo Cimadomo reports: 
During my year with the HCMH (2021/2022) I had the opportunity to de-
velop my project on human-environment interactions in the Near East Ro-
man area. Furthermore, I was able to extend my research interests both 
through discussions with numerous members of the Department of Mari-
time Civilizations and the Department of Archaeology, and by actively par-
ticipating in the seminar activities of both Departments. For example, on 
30 November 2021, I gave a lecture entitled ‘Between the desert and the 

sown: Relationships between (Semi-)Nomads and Sedentary People in the Roman and Late Roman 
Near East’.  

In January, I inaugurated a temporary exhibition titled 'Tell Barri/Kahat (Giazira) 1980-2010 Photo-
graphic, documentary, and bibliographic exhibition' at the University Library of Naples. The exhibition 
was a success, as it was extended for two months longer than planned. This success led us to plan a 
second exhibition between 2022 and 2023. 

Scientific activity has always been intertwined with the activities described above, as evidenced by 
the articles I have published, as well as my participation in international conferences and symposia. 
Among these, I would like to highlight my participation in the international conference ‘The End of 
the Roman Climate Optimum’, which was held between 29/08/22 and 01/09/22. During this confer-
ence, I presented the preliminary results of my project’s activities. 

  

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/01/02/exhibition-co-organized-by-hcmh-postdoc-dr-paolo-cimadomo-12-1-9-2-22/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/01/02/exhibition-co-organized-by-hcmh-postdoc-dr-paolo-cimadomo-12-1-9-2-22/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/05/12/dr-paolo-cimadomo-speaking-at-the-end-of-the-roman-climate-optimum-international-conference-29-8-1-9-22/?csrt=14895868164476031020
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/05/12/dr-paolo-cimadomo-speaking-at-the-end-of-the-roman-climate-optimum-international-conference-29-8-1-9-22/?csrt=14895868164476031020
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Dr. Federico Ugolini reports:  
As the HCMH postdoctoral research fellow, I have conducted research on 
the port system of the Adriatic Sea and its network of coastal and rural set-
tlements in the Roman period (200 BC to AD 300). I have explored aspects 
of topography, economy and iconography, as well as maritime antiquarian-
ism of major harbors of the Roman Adriatic. During the academic year 
2021/2022, I published results of my research works in peer-reviewed jour-
nals, such as the Journal of Ancient Topography (December 2021), Archae-

ologia Maritima Mediterranea (April 2022), International Journal of the Clas-
sical Tradition (forthcoming, October 2022), and Agri Centuriati (forthcoming, December 2022), as 
well as a chapter for an edited volume by Archaeopress (forthcoming, July 2022). I also received a 
major prize, the Seal of Excellence for the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions, HORIZON-MSCA-2021 
(May 2022). I gave talks on the archaeology of WW2 submarine wrecks in the Eastern Mediterranean 
at the Down by the Water Series of the University of Helsinki (November 2021); on the production 
and export of Adriatic wines in the Roman Mediterranean at the Classical Art and Archaeology Sem-
inar Series at the Institute of Classical Studies, London (December 2021); on the maritime antiquities 
and antiquaries of Modern Adriatic Italy at the Summer Series Seminar Series of the Warburg Insti-
tute, London (April 2022); and on the maritime antiquarianism of Adriatic Italy at the Levant Anti-
quarianism in European History and Literature (1500-1850) at the University of Haifa (May 2022). 
During the period January-July 2022, I also wrote and submitted to Epigraphica a paper on Roman 
shipowners and sailors of the Roman Adriatic; and a joint paper with my supervisor Prof. D. Cvikel 
on the Byzantine inscriptions of the Ma’agan Mikhael B Shipwreck, submitted to ZPE. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
  

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
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https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/11/28/lecture-by-dr-federico-ugolini-november-29th/?csrt=2275566875301214525
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/11/29/upcoming-lecture-by-dr-federico-ugolini-on-december-1/?csrt=2275566875301214525
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2021/11/29/upcoming-lecture-by-dr-federico-ugolini-on-december-1/?csrt=2275566875301214525
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/02/10/conferences-levant-antiquarianism-in-european-history-and-literature-1500-1850/?csrt=2275566875301214525
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2022/02/10/conferences-levant-antiquarianism-in-european-history-and-literature-1500-1850/?csrt=2275566875301214525
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/2017/06/19/dr-lorem-ipsum-4/?csrt=2275566875301214525
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Dr. Umberto Signori’s research project lays out a critical approach for 
understanding the lived experience of mobility and identification of 
Christians from the Ottoman Empire who had links with the Venetian and 
Greek-speaking worlds. During the academic year 2021/2022, he published 
an article in the peer-reviewed journal Società e storia entitled “Il consolato 
ereditato: possesso di un titolo veneziano di merito nel Regno di Napoli 
d’epoca vicereale (Inheriting consulate: Venetian title of merit in the early 
modern Kingdom of Naples).” Another article for the same peer-reviewed 
journal Società e storia, “Between Misery and Reward: The Culture of 
Vigilance in the Experience of a Venetian Consul during the Early Modern 

Period,” has been accepted for publication and is expected to be published soon. Two book chapters 
entitled “Quand les ressources juridiques ne suffisent pas. Identification et diplomatie pour la 
protection des sujets vénitiens au sein de l’Empire ottoman (Chios et Smyrne après la guerre de 
Candie” and “Houses and Workshops in Seventeenth-Century Padua. Through the Inquisizioni and 
Research Hypotheses” should be published soon in two edited volumes. He also presented the results 
of his research works in an international conference talk in Venice and in four international workshop 
papers in Nice, Athens, Florence and Haifa. 
For the next two years, he will join the DisComPoSE ERC Starting Grant Project as a post-doc fellow 
at the University of Naples Federico II. For the academic years 2022/2024, his research activities will 
include writing a draft manuscript for a monograph entitled “Consular Stories after Cyprus: 
Possessing the Venetian Consular Identity in the Early Modern Ottoman Empire”. 
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Dr. Oded Cohen reports:  

This year I was a Valler postdoctoral fellow at the department of Jewish 
history at the university of Haifa and a research fellow at the Haifa Center 
for Mediterranean History. During the year I was organizing and coordinat-
ing the departmental seminar of the Department of Jewish History at the 
University of Haifa and co-organizing, together with Dr. Cedric Cohen-
Skalli, the conference 'Jews and Movies' , University of Haifa, May 12th, 

2022. In November, my article "The Jew and the Wanderer: Self-Images and Complex Identities in 
Avraham Levy's travelogue", was published in: Chidushim: Studies in the History of the German and 
Central European Jewry, 23 (2021), pp. 37-70. (Hebrew). In March my book-review article "Rabbini-
cal Writing and Scientific Knowledge in the Eighteenth Century (on: Maoz Kahana, A Heartless 
Chicken: Religion and Science in Early Modern Rabbinic Culture)", was published in: Zion, 87, 3 
(2022), pp. 445-451. (Hebrew). In September I will participate in the International workshop of 
PIMO – People in Motion, Entangled Histories of Displacement Across the Mediterranean (1492-
1923): "Travelling Matters: Rereading, Reshaping, Reusing Objects Across the Mediterranean”, 
hosted by the HCMH. The subject of my lecture: "Manuscripts from Western Europe, Printer from 
Eretz Israel: Movement between Cultural Spaces in Hebrew Printing in the 18th Century". 
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Dr. Beatrice Pestarino reports:  
This passing year I completed my monograph on the politico-administrative 
system of the Classical Cypriot city-kingdoms, which has been published by 
Brill in August 2022 (Leiden). I took part in the Wampa Conference, Writing 
around the Ancient Mediterranean: Practices and Adaptation (University of 
Cambridge), where I presented a paper on the Introduction of the Greek 
alphabet in Ancient Cyprus. I turned the paper into a chapter for the 
book Writing around the Ancient Mediterranean, edited by Dr. Pippa 

Steele, the PI of the Crews project, Contexts of and Relations between Early Writing Systems at the 
University of Cambridge, where I have been visiting fellow in February 2022. In the conference ‘POCA’ 
Postgraduates on Cypriot Archaeology, University of Basel, I delivered a paper on the property rights 
of women in Ancient Cyprus, which I turned into an article (currently under review for The Journal of 
Ancient History). I took part in the conference ‘Writing and Experiencing graffiti in Egypt’ organized 
by the NINO Institute of Leiden, with a paper on Cypriot graffiti on the Egyptian pyramids and temples 
(now under review to be published in the proceedings of the conference). I have been invited to 
deliver a talk in the Classics seminar series 2021-2022 Facing Power of the University of Swansea, and 
in the HCMH seminars. In April 2022, with my supervisors Prof. Gil Gambash and Dr. David Friesem 
I took part in the conference ‘Ancient Science and Technology of colour, Pigments, dyes, drugs and 
their perception in Antiquity’ organized by the University of Pisa and Bologna. The paper that we 
presented will be published in the special issue of the peer-reviewed journal Techne. In the mean-
time, I laid the foundations for my future research on the role of the suken in Kition and Amathus 
and the study of the gardens/paradeisoi in Ancient Cyprus. Since the first of July 2022, I am also a 
research fellow of the Center for Hellenic Studies (University of Harvard), where I investigate the 
early Hellenistic strategia in Cyprus. 
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Ms. Galina Rabinovich has worked on her research project entitled "Dis-
courses of the justification of violence in early Christianity." She works with 
the texts of Christian apologists – Justin Martyr, Clement of Alexandria, Ter-
tullian, Irenaeus and others. She focuses on the birth of new understanding, 
explanation, and justification of violence (strikingly different from Greco-
Roman or Judaic) throughout the Christian texts and how it gets established 
within the Christian community and becomes a part of their collective real-
ity perception. The study allows to rethink and redefine given concepts of 

violence and cruelty as a socially constructed and discursively conditioned 
phenomenon. 
Her PhD research on violence in early Christianity is conducted under the direction of Dr. Moshe 
Blidstein. 
 
 

Mr. Shai Zamir (University of Michigan, visiting PhD candidate) has studied 
the history of early modern friendship in its Spanish, Sephardi and Mediter-
ranean contexts together with Dr. Cedric Cohen-Skalli. He dedicated his 
time for writing two of his dissertation chapters, to develop one of them 
into an academic essay, and to consider the wider intellectual and philo-
sophical horizons of seventeenth-century debates concerning friendship, 
ethics and practice, exploring thinkers and writers such as Descartes, Spi-
noza, Isaac Cardoso and Balthasar Gracian. Shai was the main organizer of 

the mini conference on  
Samuel Pallache. 

 
 

Ms. Nomi Schneck (Princeton University, visiting PhD candidate) 
Nomi visited us for two semesters, during which, under the supervision of 
Prof. Adi Erlich, she continued her doctoral research on Late Antique floor 
mosaics, with particular emphasis on Sepphoris. Nomi kindly guided 
sections of the Dept. of General History’s excursion to the site. 
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Prof. Vadim Putzu (April-June 2022), reports: 
During my stay at the HCMH, I worked on revising and updating my research 
findings on wine in medieval and early modern Jewish mysticism and magic 
for a book manuscript on the symbolic and instrumental uses of this bever-
age in Safedian Kabbalah and beyond. Fruitful discussions with affiliated fac-
ulty members Dr. Zur Shalev, Prof. Gil Gambash, and Prof. Yossi Chajes 
have helped both to sharpen my arguments and to broaden my perspec-
tives on the study of Mediterranean viticulture. I have also had the rare op-
portunity to visit important kabbalistic sites in Galilee with an extraordinar-

ily diverse group of local tour guides, University of Haifa colleagues, and Is-
raeli and international students, and share my research with them. In addition, various meetings with 
colleagues in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv have opened new avenues of research into the ideological and 
religious dimensions of contemporary winemaking in Israel and Palestine. Even though only for a few 
weeks, I have benefitted from the wealth of available library resources specific to my research inter-
ests, and enjoyed the camaraderie among the Center’s fellows. A snippet of my research work in 
Haifa – on prophecy and drunkenness in medieval Jewish mysticism and magic – has already been 
presented in a workshop at the Maimonides Centre for Advanced Studies at the University of Ham-
burg, and I am looking forward to further scholarly collaborations with the HCMH in the near future.   
 

People - Incoming HCMH Faculty Member 
 

We are delighted and proud to announce that Dr. Anna Gutgarts, former 
post-doc fellow of the HCMH, received the Center’s third tenure-track posi-
tion and will join the Department of General History at the University of 
Haifa in October 2022.  
Anna is a historian of the Middle Ages, working on urban development in 
the Mediterranean between the 11th and 13th centuries and in the history 
of the Latin East. Her research focuses on the reciprocal connections be-
tween socio-economic structures and changes in the cityscape, as well as 

environmental factors which shaped the urban fabric of medieval cities. Her publications deal with 
the urban development of Jerusalem in the twelfth century, urban conflicts in the cities of the Latin 
East, and the connection between changes in the urban landscape of eleventh century Rome and the 
Medieval Climate Anomaly. 
Welcome Anna! 
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Dr. Davide Trentacoste (Dual PhD 2021, Modern History, University of 
Teramo, Italy / Oriental Languages and Civilisations-Iranian Studies, New 
Sorbonne University, France) is a historian of the Early Modern Eastern 
Mediterranean. His main research interests concern the “oriental” projec-
tion of pre-unitarian Italian States, their Eastern Mediterranean policy, their 
diplomatic relations with Muslim Empires (in particular Safavid Persia) and 
their knowledge of the East in the Early Modern Age (particularly between 
1550-1750). His PhD dissertation dealt with diplomatic relations between 
Medici Tuscany and Safavid Persia in the seventeenth century and he has 
published several articles on the subject. He is also among the editors of a 

volume on the importance of Medieval and Early Modern Italian travel literature in the Italian nation-
building process. 
As a post-doctoral fellow at the HCMH, he will focus on Tuscan policy towards the Levant and its 
Safavid connections during the first twenty years of the seventeenth century, expanding some of the 
issues discussed in his PhD dissertation. Dr. Trentacoste is also the co-organizer of the Travelling Mat-
ters conference taking place in Haifa on September 8th, 2022. 
 
 

Dr. Shulamit Miller is an archaeologist of the Roman and Late Antique peri-
ods who holds a PhD from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Her work 
engages the urban culture of the Levant within the broader social and eco-
nomic contexts of the Mediterranean through a study of material culture, 
visual representations, and textual sources. At the HCMH, Shulamit will de-
velop the new project Urban Gardens of Late Antiquity: Society, Economy, 
and Sustainability, which will focus on gardens as forms of urban agricul-

ture, shaping urban space and impacting the quality of life of local inhabitants. 
Shulamit has recently completed a project dedicated to changing religious landscapes in the predom-
inantly Jewish cities of the Galilee, and as a result has co-authored Sepphoris 3: The Temple and East-
ern Church in the Lower City. She has also excavated at several sites in the Galilee and continues to 
be actively involved in the study of the two main cities of the region, Sepphoris and Tiberias. Addi-
tional areas of her interests include houses and daily life, urban development, private and public 
space, mosaic art, Jewish and Christian art and architecture, and the larger questions of cultural con-
nectivity between the Levant and the broader Mediterranean region. 
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People - Incoming Post-doctoral Fellows 
 

Dr. Walter Beers is a social historian of the late antique eastern Mediterra-
nean, with a focus on Syriac literature and rural Christianity. His PhD re-
search, conducted in the Department of History at Princeton University, fo-
cused on the Syrian historian John of Ephesus and examined the socioeco-
nomic forces behind the development of the future Syrian Orthodox Church 
in sixth-century southeastern Turkey and the Hauran. While at the HCMH, 
he will be writing a monograph based on his dissertation, and conducting 
further research grounded in the archaeological evidence for late antique 
rural monasticism. 
 
 

 
 

People - Incoming PhD Candidates 
 
 

Mr. Evan McDuff (visiting PhD candidate) studies ancient Greek and Roman 
culinary practices. Their methodology for studying ancient food is holistic, 
and includes historical research in Latin and ancient Greek primary sources, 
archaeological excavations, archaeobotany, and interpretations of ancient 
artistic representations of food. Evan holds a B.A. in Anthropology from the 
University of Maine, Orono, a M.A. in Ancient Greek and Roman Studies 

from Brandeis University, and is currently working on their PhD in Anthropological Archaeology at 
Boston University. Their current research focuses on using phytoliths to identify patterns of spice use 
across the Levant during the early Roman period. 

 

Ms. Sangeetha Raja (PhD candidate, the HCMH and School of Archaeology 
and Maritime Cultures) 
Ms. Raja has completed recently her application process, and is planned to 
join the Department of Maritime Civilizations at the University of Haifa in 
October 2022, under the supervision of Prof. Gil Gambash and Dr. David 
Friesem. She has three MA/MPhil degrees, the most recent of which was 
dedicated to the history and archaeology of Tamil Nadu. The topic of her 
planned project in Haifa is The Role of South India in Ancient Indo-Mediter-

annean Trade. 
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People - Incoming PhD Candidates 
 

Ms. Zoé Pessan (PhD candidate, the HCMH and School of Archaeology and 
Maritime Cultures) 
Zoé Pessan is starting a PhD in mooring devices in the ancient Mediterra-
nean. The question is quite important, as mooring is at the heart of the 
port, a system where ships are central. It will offer very concrete docu-
mentation on connectivity: the rope that is tying the ship to the quay. Her 
research is advised by Prof. Danny Rosenberg and Dr Emmanuel Nantet. 
 

 

Publications 
 
We are extremely proud of our research fellows and members for releasing a distinguished number 
of publications this passing year. Among them: 
 
Bechar, Shlomit. Review of The Ancient Pottery of Israel and Its Neighbors from the Middle Bronze 
Age through the Late Bronze Age. 3 vols. Jerusalem: Old City Press Ltd., 2019. invited review 
by Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research. In press. 
 
Bechar, Shlomit, Amnon Ben-Tor, Ido Wachtel, Daphna Ben-Tor, Elisabetta Boaretto, and Philipp W. 
Stockhammer. “The Destruction of Late Bronze Age Hazor.” Ägypten und Levante 31, (2021), pp. 
45-74. 
 
Bechar, Shlomit, Assaf Yasur-Landau, and Nimrod Marom. “Storage Vessels as Indicators of Crises 
Management.” Tel Aviv 49(1), (2022), pp. 126–145. 
 
Beresford-Jones, David G., David E. Friesem, Fraser Sturt, Alexander Pullen, George Chauca, Justin 
Moat, Manuel Gorriti et al. “Insights into Changing Coastlines, Environments and Marine Hunter-
gatherer Lifestyles on the Pacific Coast of South America from the La Yerba II Shell Midden, Río Ica 
Estuary, Peru.” Quaternary Science Reviews 285, (2022): 107509. 
 
Blidstein, Moshe. “Perjury, Honor and Disgrace in Roman Antiquity”, Mediterranean Historical 
Review, 37:1, (2022), pp. 19-41. 
 
Blidstein, Moshe, and Maayan Zhitomirsky-Geffet. “Towards a New Generic Framework for Citation 
Network Generation and Analysis in the Humanities”, Scientometrics, (2022). 
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Cimadomo, Paolo. "Dynamics of Integration: Nomads and Sedentary Peoples in the Roman and Late 
Roman Southern Levant," in Economia e frontiera nell’impero romano (Naples, 16th-17th October 
2019), edited by Dario Nappo and Giovanna Merola. Bari: Edipuglia, 2022, 77-94. 
 
Cimadomo, Paolo. "Erode il Grande e la politica augustea in Oriente," in Essere sempre il migliore. 
Concorsi e gare nella Napoli antica (Naples, 15th-17th May 2019), edited by Federico Rausa. Napoli: 
Gianni Editore, forthcoming. 
 
Cimadomo, Paolo, and Dario Nappo. A Global Crisis? The Mediterranean World between the 3rd and 
the 5th Century CE. Roma: l’«ERMA» di Bretschneider, in press. 
 
Cimadomo, Paolo, Francesca Di Palma, and Giuseppe Scardozzi. "From Via Nova Traiana to Strata 
Diocletiana: Historical Remote Sensing Documentation for the Study of the Limes Arabicus," in 
Archaeologies of Roads (Florence, 7th-8th November 2019), edited by Tuna Kalayci. Univesity of 
North Dakota Digital Press, in press. 
 
Cohen Oded. “Rabbinical Writing and Scientific Knowledge in the Eighteenth Century", Review on: 
Maoz Kahana, A Heartless Chicken: Religion and Science in Early Modern Rabbinic Culture, Zion 3, 
87, (2022), pp. 445-451. (Hebrew). 
 
Cohen, Oded. “The Jew and the Wanderer: Self-Images and Complex Identities in Avraham Levy’s 
Travelogue.” Chidushim Studies in the History of German and Central European Jewry 23 (2021): pp. 
37-70. [Hebrew] 
 
Friesem, David E., Nadya Teutsch, Mina Weinstein-Evron, Ron Shimelmitz, and Ruth Shahack-Gross. 
“Identification of Fresh and Burnt Bat Guano and Pigeon Droppings in Eastern Mediterranean 
Karstic Cave Sites based on Micromorphological and Chemical Characteristics.” Quaternary Science 
Reviews 274, (2021): 107238. 
 
Friesem, David E., Ruth Shahack-Gross, Mina Weinstein-Evron, Nadya Teutsch, Lior Weissbrod, and 
Ron Shimelmitz. “High-resolution Study of Middle Palaeolithic Deposits and Formation Processes at 
Tabun Cave, Israel: Guano-rich Cave Deposits and Detailed Stratigraphic Appreciation of Layer 
C.” Quaternary Science Reviews 274, (2021): 107203. 
 
Fryxell, Allegra, Anna Gutgarts, Oded Y. Steinberg, “Lost in Time: Periodization and Temporality in 
Abnormal Times.” Global Intellectual History, (2022).  
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https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Oded-Cohen_The-Jew-and-the-Wanderer.pdf?csrt=503377682011889582
https://doi.org/10.1080/23801883.2022.2093768
https://doi.org/10.1080/23801883.2022.2093768
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Gambash, Gil. "Continuity beyond Change: Mediterranean Connectivity in the Ancient Southern 
Levant". in Palästina und das Mittelmeer, edited by J. Kamlah and A. Lichtenberger (eds.), 99-120. 
Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2021. 
 
Grono, Elle, David E. Friesem, Dzung Thi My Lam, Thuy Thi Nguyen, Rebecca Hamilton, Peter Bell-
wood, Philip Piper, Tim Denham. “Microstratigraphy Reveals Cycles of Occupation and Abandon-
ment at the Mid Holocene Coastal Site of Thach Lac, Northern-Central Vietnam.” Archaeological Re-
search in Asia, (accepted). 
 
Grono, Elle, Philip Piper, Peter Bellwood, Ngoc Dang Kinh, Tim Denham, David E. Friesem, Lime 
mortar floor sequences at Loc Giang. “Southern Vietnam Provide Early Evidence (3510–3150 cal BP) 
of Settlement Construction Practices in Southeast Asia.” Antiquity, (accepted). 
 
Grono, Elle, Philip Piper, Trung Khanh Nguyen Kien, Ngoc Dang Kinh, Tim Denham, David E. 
Friesem. “The Identification of Dwellings and Site Formation Processes in Archaeological 
Settlements in the Tropics: A Micro-Geoarchaeological Case Study from Neolithic Loc Giang, 
Southern Vietnam.” Quaternary Science Reviews, (accepted). 
 
Gutgarts, Anna. “Between Violent Outbreaks and Legal Disputes: The Contested Cityscape of 
Frankish Jerusalem through the Prism of Institutional and Socio-economic Conflicts.” Journal of 
Medieval History 47, no. 3 (2021): pp. 332-349.  
 
Gutgarts, Anna and Ronnie Ellenblum, “History and Archaeology of Urban Decline: Rome during the 
Medieval Climate Anomaly.” Journal of Urban History (forthcoming) 
 
Henny, Sundar. “On Not Forgetting Jerusalem: Bartholomaeus Georgievits as a Pilgrim and 
Ethnographer of Eastern Christianity.” In The Habsburg Mediterranean, 1500–1800, edited by 
Stefan Hans, and Dorothea McEwan, 2021.  
 
James, Dylan. “Translatio Fortunae: Curtius Rufus’ Alexander, Livy’s Hannibal, and Intertextuality”. 
Forthcoming in the journal Classical Philology, accepted in February 2022.  
 
Kuersteiner, Sarina. “Ad instar quatuor elementorum: Medical and Literary Knowledge in 
Salatiele’s Ars notarie (1242-1243).” In “Il Notaio nella società dell’Europa mediterranea (secc. XIV-
XIX),” ed. Gemma T. Colesanti, Daniel Piñol, and Eleni Sakellariou, special issue, RiMe (Rivista 
dell’Istituto di Storia dell’Europa Mediterranea) 9 (2021), pp. 71-108. 
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Kuersteiner, Sarina. “Almost Sacred? How Bolognese Notaries Shaped the Meaning of Archives, 
1289 CE – 1294 CE.” In Collecting, Curating, Assembling: New Approaches to the Archive, edited by 
Emily Savage. London: Routledge. (forthcoming in 2022) 

 
Kuersteiner, Sarina. Review of Magdalena Weileder, Spätmittelalterliche Notarsurkunden: 
Prokuratorien, beglaubigte Abschriften und Delegatenurkunden aus bayerischen und 
österreichischen Beständen. Köln: Böhlau, 2019. In Sehepunkte 21. 2021. 
http://www.sehepunkte.de/2021/11/35681.html. 
 
Lantos, Sára, Assaf Yasur-Landau, Gil Gambash, and Rabei Khamisy. “The Frankish Castle of 
Dor.” Levant (2021), pp. 1-19.  
 
Lev, Ron, Shlomit Bechar, and Elisabetta Boaretto. “Hazor EB III City Abandonment and Iba People 
Return: Radiocarbon Chronology and Its Implications.” Radiocarbon, (2021), pp. 1-16. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/RDC.2021.76.  
 
Lev, Ron, Shlomit Bechar, Karen Covello-Paran, and Elisabetta Boaretto. “Absolute Chronology of 
the Black Wheel Made Ware in the Southern Levant and its Synchronization with the Northern 
Levant”. Levant, (2021).  
 
Mauro, Chiara Maria. “An Analysis of the ‘Closed Harbours’ in Strabo’s Geography: Background, 
Nature and Meaning of the Expression”, Annual of the British School at Athens 117, (2022), First 
View.  
 
Mauro, Chiara Maria, “Identificazione e analisi dei contenuti nautici nel Periplo dello 
Ps.Scilace”, Habis 52 (2021), pp. 9-30. 
 
Mauro, Chiara Maria, “The Periplus of Pseudo-Skylax and its Relationship with Earlier Nautical 
Knowledge”, The Mariner’s Mirror 108.2, (2022), pp. 6-30. 
 
Mauro, Chiara Maria, “Un secolo di ricerca scientifica sui porti antichi del Mediterraneo: origini, 
sviluppi e prospettive”, Revista de Historiografìa 35.1 (2021), pp. 55-77.  
 
Milks, Annemieke, Sheina Lew-Levy, Noa Lavi, David E. Friesem, and Rachel Reckin. “Hunter-
gatherer Children in the Past: An Archaeological Review.” Journal of Anthropological 
Archaeology 64, (2021): 101369 
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https://doi.org/10.1017/RDC.2021.76
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00758914.2021.1960003
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00758914.2021.1960003
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00758914.2021.1960003
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/annual-of-the-british-school-at-athens/article/an-analysis-of-the-closed-harbours-in-strabos-geography-background-nature-and-meaning-of-the-expression/19BE64B3C869AA37154824AF2A1E83C5
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/annual-of-the-british-school-at-athens/article/an-analysis-of-the-closed-harbours-in-strabos-geography-background-nature-and-meaning-of-the-expression/19BE64B3C869AA37154824AF2A1E83C5
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00253359.2022.2009241
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00253359.2022.2009241
https://e-revistas.uc3m.es/index.php/REVHISTO/article/view/5169
https://e-revistas.uc3m.es/index.php/REVHISTO/article/view/5169
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Pestarino, Beatrice. Kypriōn Politeia, the Political and Administrative Systems of the Classical 
Cypriot City-Kingdoms, Mnemosyne Supplements, 459, Leiden: Brill, 2022. 
 
Pestarino, Beatrice. Review of Inscriptiones Graecae, Vol XV Inscriptiones Cypri, Pars II Inscriptiones 
Cypri alphabeticae. Fasc. 1. Inscriptiones Cypri orientalis: Citium, Golgi, Tremithus, Idalium, 
Tamassus, Kafizin, Ledra, by Maria Kantiréa, and Daniela Summa. Berlin; Boston: De Gruyter, 2020. 
Pp. x, 378. Bryn Mawr Classical Review (2021), 12.26.  
 
Pestarino, Beatrice. ‘The introduction of the Greek alphabet in Cyprus, a case study in material 
culture’, in Writing around the Ancient Mediterranean: Practices and Adaptations, edited by Steele, 
P. and Boyes, P., 181-194. Oxford: CREWS Vol. 6. 
 
Prejean, Chris. “Hanbalism”. Database of Religious History, Vancouver, BC: University of British 
Columbia.  
 
Signori, Umberto. “Il consolato ereditato: possesso di un titolo veneziano di merito nel Regno di 
Napoli d’epoca vicereale.” Società e Storia no. 1, (2022). pp. 1-38 DOI:  10.3280/SS2022-175001 
 
Slon, Viviane, Jamie L. Clark, David E. Friesem, Meir Orbach, Naomi Porat, Matthias Meyer, Andrew 
W. Kandel, Ron Shimelmitz. “Rare but not Absent: Extended Longevity of DNA Preservation in 
Levantine Paleolithic Sediments, Sefunim Cave, Israel.” Scientific Reports, (accepted). 

 
Ugolini, Federico. “A proposito di un dettaglio dal mosaico dell’Hercules bibax nella domus di 
Palazzo Diotallevi (Rimini)”.  Latomus: revue d’études latines 80, no. 1 (2021): pp. 160-173. 
 

Ugolini, Federico. “Iconography of the Lighthouse in Roman Antiquity: Symbolism, Identity, and 
Power across the Mediterranean,” in Water in the Roman World: Engineering, Trade, Religion, and 
Daily Life, edited by M. Henig et al., Oxford: Archaeopress, 2022, pp. 6-25. 

 
Ugolini, Federico. “Shipping Adriatic Wines in the Roman Mediterranean: A Quantitative 
Approach.” BABESCH 96, (2021): pp. 83-100. 
 
Ugolini, Federico. “Sui più antichi fari e moli di Romagna. La ricerca antiquaria dei porti 
romani”. Romagna. Arte e Storia 118, (2021): pp. 39-56. 
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Ugolini, Federico.”The Network of Roman Ports in North Adriatic Italy from the First to the Fifth 
Century AD: Development, Operation and Relevance”. Archaeologia Maritima Mediterranea 18, 
(2021): pp. 49-93. 
 
Ugolini, Federico . “The Roman Port of Trieste: Layout, Urban Context, and Harbour 
Facilities”. Journal of Ancient Topography 31, (2021): pp. 75-90. 
 
Ward, Ingrid A.K., and David E. Friesem. “Many Words for Fire: An Etymological and 
Micromorphological Consideration of Combustion Features in Indigenous Archaeological Sites of 
Western Australia“. Journal of the Royal Society of Western Australia (2021) 104, pp. 11-24. 
 
Zaidner, Yossi, Laura Centi, Marion Prévost, Norbert Mercier, Christophe Falguères, Gilles Guérin, 
Hélène Valladas et al (including David E. Friesem). “Middle Pleistocene Homo behavior and Culture 
at 140,000 to 120,000 Years ago and Interactions with Homo Sapiens.” Science 372, no. 6549, 
(2021): pp. 1429-1433. 
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The HCMH continues to support and sponsor PhD candidate scholarships and post-doctoral 
fellowships e.g. Azrieli, Fulbright, and more. Don’t miss out on all the HCMH calls-for-
applications! 

 
The HCMH has been actively encouraging its members, fellows, and affiliates to submit 
research proposals on Mediterranean history to competitive research funds. The Center will 
help develop the proposals and allocate resources where needed. 

 
The HCMH continues to support the acquisitions of the University of Haifa’s library, with 
over 170 new items already on the shelves. The (continually updated) list can be found on 
our website. 

 
In this ever-changing reality, when everything becomes 'viral' in seconds, the HCMH is 
making adjustments in order to make its lectures and workshops more accessible anytime 
anywhere. Our events are being and will continue to be recorded and uploaded to the 
HCMH's YouTube channel, and our website, Facebook page and Twitter account will be 
updated regularly. Stay tuned! 

 
Congratulations are in order! 

• to the HCMH co-director, Gil Gambash, on making Professor! 

• To former post-doctoral and research fellow, Dr. Shlomit Bechar, on her new joint 
appointment in the departments of Archaeology and Maritime Civilizations, Univer-
sity of Haifa!  

• To Post-doctoral and research fellow, Dr. Tzafrir Barzilay, on his new appointment in 
the Department of General History, Bar-Ilan University! 

• To former doctoral student, Elenora Bedin, on receiving her PhD! 
 

HCMH manager, Ms. Shiri Barnhart, has been appointed as the new coordinator of the De-
partment of General History, University of Haifa. Replacing her at HCMH is the lovely and 
talented Ms. Ornit Tsoury. Good luck to both! 

 
HCMH is preparing its first promo with the hope of releasing it until November 2022. 
Also, check out the new and improved HCMH logo!! 

 

To join our mailing list please email us at hcmh@univ.haifa.ac.il. 
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and visit our website

https://hcc.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.haifa.ac.il/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/index.php/academic-activity/library-acquisitions
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
https://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/?csrt=16381020541619097534
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
mailto:hcmh@univ.haifa.ac.il
https://www.facebook.com/Haifa.Med.Hist
https://twitter.com/HCMH_haifa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7c3vrjBFeJBgYs6Ygzp88A
http://hcmh.haifa.ac.il/


 

 

Thank you  
for reading 

 
Keep in touch! 
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